Beloved in Christ,

Merry Christmas! I hope my message reaches you on this
Christmas Day surrounded by love and loved ones. Now is
the time for us to raise our voices in joy.

The world is not perfect — far from it. But this is the world as
it was when God came among us. This is the world that God
chooses still. Today, we celebrate the One who came to live
among us in order to perfect our faith. Today, we celebrate
the presence of joy and the victory of love, even when joy and
love can feel distant.

Luke’s narrative of Jesus’ birth tells us of someone making
space in the manger for a weary family. Our scripture
reminds us that Jesus is not born into rejection, but into
generosity; not in exile, but in grace; not in loneliness, but in
the shared closeness of ordinary people doing the best they can for one another. Friends,
that feels like the kind of miracle that the world needs most right now.

So, this Christmas Day, tomorrow, next week, next year, let our homes, our hearts, our
giving, our work, our voices, and our prayers be the guest room where love is welcome and
Christ dwells, because that is the space where the Holy One is born again.

Be courageous. And rejoice!

May this Feast of the Incarnation fill you with joy, courage, and love, in the name of the
one who is With Us— Emmanuel.
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The Rt. Rev'd Julia E. Whitworth



