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WELCOME TO EMMANUEL CHURCH 
IN WEST ROXBURY 

 
We are glad that you joined us today and pray that you will know God’s presence 
through our worship and in this community.  Wherever you are in your journey 

with God or toward God you are welcome here. Indeed, you are invited and 
welcome here in our pews and in all the things we do together as a community 

each week. We would also love to be in better touch throughout the year.  Please 
reach out to our Bridge Priest, the Rev. Jonathan Eden at 

therev.jonteden@gmail.com or 617.798.0700 for more information. 
 

We meet every Sunday for worship at 10:00 A.M. and you can also 
learn more about who we are and what we do together through our 

Web and Social Media pages: 

 

 

 

 

 

 Facebook Instagram YouTube Web 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Prelude 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Opening Rite Please stand as you are able. 

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives our sins and redeems us for service. 
People God’s mercy endures for ever. 

Hymn The God of Abraham praise H82 #401 

Confession 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Please kneel as you are able. Silence may be kept. 

Celebrant and  
People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

Trisagion H82 #S100 

 



 

Absolution 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

Collect 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from 
your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold 
fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Reading Genesis 12:1-4a 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 
the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 121 Levavi oculos 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
from where is my help to come? 

2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

5 The LORD himself watches over you; * 
the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night. 

7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 



 

it is he who shall keep you safe. 
8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 

from this time forth for evermore. 

The Second Lesson Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

A Reading from the Letter to the Romans. 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 
For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 
God. For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to 
him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as 
something due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, 
such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law 
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 Please stand as you are able. 

Sequence Hymn When Christ was lifted from the earth H82 #603 

The Gospel  John 3:1-17 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; 
for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus 
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus 
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 
born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit 



 

is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where 
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 
you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended 
into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon The Rt. Rev. Alan M. Gates  

The Nicene Creed Please stand as you are able. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 

The Prayers of The People  BCP Form IV 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.   

Today we pray for the Church of St. Mary of the Harbor, Provincetown; St. John’s Church, 
Sandwich; St. David’s Church, South Yarmouth; Grace Church, Vineyard Haven; and all 
Ministries with the Aging Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be 
united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
[Silence] 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Today we pray for Joseph, the President of the United States; Maura, the Governor of 
Massachusetts; and Michelle, the Mayor of Boston. We pray for our Bishops, Michael, Alan, 
and Carol.  Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 
[Silence] 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
[Silence] 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us. 
[Silence] 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially Bud Cederholm, 
Paul, Mary, Catherine, Michael, Parker, Sergio, Martha, Gail, Anne H., Patricia, Anne J., 
Marion, Barbara, Maureen, Edmond, Andy, Rachael, Louise, Scott, Kathleen, Beth, Marilyn, 
Paul, and those we now name silently or aloud (pause); give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
[Silence] 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially those we now name silently or 
aloud (pause); that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all 



 

your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
[Silence] 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant O God, you came and walked among us to learn the warmth of a human 
mother and the trials of daily life. Give us grace in this season of Lent to live as people of 
reconciliation. Open our hearts to those closest to us and those so different from us. Let us 
see the world through their eyes, just as you have seen it through our eyes, and give us grace 
to respond to all people with a compassion that we learn from the Son you sent us. For you 
raise us up to do good works; formed from the dust of the earth, and destined to eternity 
with you. To you, in all the names by which you are known, we address this prayer. Amen. 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Announcements 

Offertory Hymn  How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord H82 #637 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B 

Celebrant May God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By 
his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, 
but for him who died for us and rose again. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 



 

Celebrant and People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with [_________. and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  



 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread   A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction Anthem H82 #S158 

 



 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion at Emmanuel Church. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
People Eternal God, by grace you accept us as living members of your Son Jesus 

Christ, and feed us with spiritual food in this sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace to do your work of 
reconciliation as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To Him, to you, 
and to the Holy Spirit may all creation sing hymns of thanks and praise. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

May the God of all journeys, who drew Jesus into the wilderness, draw us all into this season 
of reflection and devotion. Amen. 

May the God of all wisdom give us eyes to discover the face of God we hide within us, and 
the courage to share it with the whole world. Amen. 

May the God of all resurrection lift us up and give us clean hearts for the work of God’s 
eternal kingdom. Amen. 

And may the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with 
you always. Amen. 

Hymn Lift high the cross H82 #473 

Dismissal  

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
  



 

Serving Today 
 

Celebrant and Preacher      The Rt. Rev. Alan M. Gates  
Bishop’s Chaplain       Kevin Vetiac 
Bridge Priest        The Rev. Jonathan Eden 
Altar Server         Ken Thelen 
Altar Guild               Terri Halliday 
Lector         Edward Barrett 
Gift Bearers        Natalie Thelen 
         Grant Thelen 
Organist        Esther Kwok 

Parish Directory 
 

The Parish Office       Second Floor 
         21 Stratford St, WR 02132 
         617-323-1440 
         www.emmanuelwr.org 
 
Bridge Priest        The Rev. Jonathan Eden 
         therev.jonteden@gmail.com 
         617.798.0700 
Office Hours        Tues 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
 
Vestry Co-Wardens       Terri Halliday and Ken Thelen 
Treasurer        Kellon Belfon 
Clerk         Anne Jackson 
Vestry Ed Fleming, Gail Halpin-Evans, 

Cathy McCarthy 
Social Media Leader       Seraiah Belfon 
 

Parish Prayer List 

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please be in touch with The Rev. Jonathan Eden at 
therev.jonteden@gmail.com 

 

Parish Calendar 

March 5 We are excited to welcome the Rt. Rev. Alan M. Gates today! 
 Join us in the Parish Hall after the service 
 for coffee and conversation with Bishop Gates. 
  
Sundays in Lent  (Feb. 26, March 12, 19, 26, April 2) 
 Adult Education 
 “Walking with the Saints through Lent” 
 11:00 a.m. 
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