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PRELUDE  

HYMN Brightest and best of the stars of the morning H82 #117 

OPENING SENTENCES 

Officiant  May God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 

I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.  
 Isaiah 49:6b 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.  
Please sit or kneel 

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

INVITATORY AND PSALTER All stand 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

The Lord has shown forth his glory: Come let us adore him. 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 
and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
and the heights of the hills are his also. 



The sea is his, for he made it, * 
and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lord has shown forth his glory: Come let us adore him. 

Psalm 29 Afferte Domino 

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, * 
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; * 
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * 
the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; * 
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; the voice of the LORD shakes the 
wilderness; * 
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe * 
and strips the forests bare. 

And in the temple of the LORD * 
all are crying, “Glory!” 

The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; * 
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

The LORD shall give strength to his people; * 
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE LESSONS 

The First Lesson Isaiah 42:1-9 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; 
he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a 
bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth 



justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands 
wait for his teaching.  

Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and 
what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the 
LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a 
covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners 
from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I 
give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 
declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 16  The Song of Zechariah Luke 1: 68-79 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Lesson Acts 10:34-43 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation 
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the 
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not 



to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 
God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 21  You are God Te Deum laudamus 

You are God: we praise you;  
You are the Lord; we acclaim you;  
You are the eternal Father:  
All creation worships you.  
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,  
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:  
     Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
     heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
The glorious company of apostles praise you.  
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.  
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.  
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;  
     Father, of majesty unbounded,  
     your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,  
     and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.  
You, Christ, are the king of glory,  
the eternal Son of the Father.  
When you became man to set us free 
you did not shun the Virgin's womb.  
You overcame the sting of death  
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  
You are seated at God's right hand in glory.  
We believe that you will come and be our judge.  
     Come then, Lord, and help your people,  
     bought with the price of your own blood,  
     and bring us with your saints 
     to glory everlasting.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

HYMN The sinless one to Jordan came H82 #120 

The Third Lesson Matthew 3:13-17 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew. 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented 
him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so 
now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had 
been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 



Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  All Stand 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HYMN Songs of thankfulness and praise H82 #135 

THE PRAYERS  

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 



And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B  all seated or kneeling 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V. Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your name for ever. 
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain. 

The Collect for The Baptism of Our Lord  

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant 
they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

A Collect for Sundays  

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: 
Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your 
favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission  

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and 
sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy 
Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Emmanuel Church, Boston; St. Augustine’s & St. Martin’s 
Church, Boston; the CRECHE program, Boston, and the Greater Boston Interfaith Organization.  For our 
city and neighborhood, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray together. 

For those dear to us who have sought our prayers this morning especially for Paul, Mary, Catherine, 
Michael, Parker, Sergio, Martha, Gail, Anne H, Patricia, Anne J, Marion, Barbara, Maureen, Edmond, Lucy, 
Rachael, Louise, Scott, Kathleen, and for those we now name either silently or aloud.  

 

 



THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING  

All  Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your 
unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all 
the blessings of this life; but above all for your 
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for 
the hope of glory.  

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 
mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our 
lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all 
our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages.  Amen. 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 

All Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.   
People Thanks be to God.   
Officiant: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for 
ever and ever.  Amen.     Ephesians 3:20,21 

HYMN We know that Christ is raised and dies no more H82 #296 
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