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EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
West Roxbury, MA 

Compline and Dialogue Sermon 
 
 
An Order for Compline 
 
The Officiant begins 

The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect 
end. Amen. 

Officiant Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
Respondent The maker of heaven and earth. 

The Officiant may then say 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and Respondent 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father: 
We have sinned against you, 
through our own fault, 
in thought, and word, and deed, 
and in what we have left undone. 
For the sake of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, 
forgive us all our offenses; 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Officiant 

May the Almighty God grant us forgiveness of all our sins, 
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Officiant then says 

 O God, make speed to save us. 
Respondent   O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Officiant  



 2 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Except in Lent, add    Alleluia. 

     Psalm 31  

Lead responsively by whole verse.  Respondent begins. Officiant responds. 

1    In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; 
         let me never be put to shame: * 
         deliver me in your righteousness. 

2    Incline your ear to me; * 
         make haste to deliver me. 

3    Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,  
         for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
         for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 

4    Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
         for you are my tower of strength. 

5    Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
         for you have redeemed me, 
         O LORD, O God of truth. 
 

     Psalm 134  Ecce nunc  

1    Behold now, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, * 
         you that stand by night in the house of the LORD. 

2    Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the LORD; * 
         the LORD who made heaven and earth bless you out of Zion. 

Officiant 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Officiant reads the lesson 

A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 6:14-29 

King Herod heard of Jesus and his disciples, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some 
were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these 
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powers are at work in him.” But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, 
like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I 
beheaded, has been raised.” 

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on 
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had 
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had 
a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, 
he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when 
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of 
Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; 
and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And he 
solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 
She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of 
John the baptizer.” Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to 
give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” The king was deeply grieved; yet 
out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the 
king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him 
in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to 
her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a 
tomb. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

Respondent. Thanks be to God. 

DIALOGUE SERMON 

Officiant 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy-laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for  
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
Matthew 11:28-30 

Respondent   Thanks be to God. 
 
Officiant 
May the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of 
the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you  
may do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his  
sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and 
ever.    Hebrews 13:20-21 
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Respondent Thanks be to God. 

Officiant V. Respondent R. 

V.    Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 
R.    For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 
V.    Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye; 
R.    Hide us under the shadow of your wings. 

Respondent 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Our Father in heaven,  
    hallowed be your Name,  
    your kingdom come,  
    your will be done,  
        on earth as in heaven.  

 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
    as we forgive those  
        who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
    and deliver us from evil.  

 
Officiant Lord, hear our prayer; 
Respondent  And let our cry come to you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Officiant says the following Collects 

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy  
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the 
love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ.  

Respondent   Amen. 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours 
of this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and 
chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Respondent.  Amen. 

Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and 
illumine this night with your celestial brightness; that by 
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night as by day your people may glorify your holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Respondent.  Amen. 

Officiant reads the following Collects 

We give you thanks, O God, for revealing your Son Jesus 
Christ to us by the light of his resurrection: Grant that as we  
sing your glory at the close of this day, our joy may abound 
in the morning as we celebrate the Paschal mystery; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Respondent. Amen. 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or 
weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 
sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless  
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the  
joyous; and all for your love's sake.  

Respondent.  Amen. 

Silence may be kept, and free intercessions and thanksgivings may be 
offered. 
 
The service concludes with the Song of Simeon with this Antiphon.  The Antiphon is read by the 
Respondent. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

Officiant 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
   to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
   whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
   and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
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Respondent repeats the Antiphon 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
Respondent Thanks be to God. 

The Officiant  

The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless us and keep us.  

Respondent Amen. 
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