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Emmanuel Church, West Roxbury 

Online Service: Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 9, 2021 

 
The Word of God 
Celebrant   Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
Respondent.   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Respondent.  

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant  

  The Lord be with you. 
Respondent.  And also with you. 
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Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour 
into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 
your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Respondent.  Amen. 

The Lessons 

Lector. 

A reading from the book of Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then 
Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
invited him to stay for several days. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 

Respondent.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 98 

(Read responsively by full verse. Lector reads first verse, respondent reads the second, etc.) 
 
1 Sing to the Lord a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things. 
2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 

has he won for himself the victory. 
3 The Lord has made known his victory; * 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 

with the harp and the voice of song. 
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 
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8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity 

The Epistle 
Lector. A reading from the First letter of John 5:1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 
parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 
obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his 
commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is 
the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the 
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

  The Word of the Lord. 
Respondent.  Thanks be to God.  

The Gospel  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John 15:9-17 
 

Respondent.  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have 
heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am 
giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”  

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Respondent.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Dialogue Sermon    
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The Nicene Creed 
Respondent. 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
God gives what is good.  Let us pray that this goodness of God flow through us into all the world, saying: 
O God, giver of love, hear our prayer. 
 
O God, your love is in motion.  We praise the strength of your love.  Whee there is hunger, raise up your 
love. Where there is hurt and persecution, empower your love.  Where there are false prophets, 
proclaim your love.  Where there are lies, speak your love.  O God, giver of love,  
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Hear our prayer. 
 
Where nations are angry and plot harm against one another, bring your love.  Where governments lie 
and deceive, bring your love.  Where powers cripple and destroy what you have made, bring your love.  
O God, giver of love, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Where the churches alienate one another, bring your love.  Where our fears keep us from offering Christ 
to all the needy peoples, bring your love. When this assembly is marked by division and jealousy, bring 
your love.  O God, giver of love, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, increase our affection.  Increase our compassion.  Increase our joy.  Show us those we do not 
see. Heal all those who are sick especially Paul, Mary, Beth, Jenny, Dianna, Joseph, Catherine, Brant, 
Carla, Michael, Louise, Parker, Sergio, and Arthur. Magnify our love.  O God, giver of love, 
Hear our prayer. 
  
[Here other intercessions may be offered.] 
 
O God, we thank you for the power of divine love and for the presence of your love in one another.  Guide 
us all finally into that greatest of love who is Christ our Lord. 

The Peace 

 The Celebrant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
Respondent.  And also with you.  

Announcements 

Celebrant. And now as let us pray as our Lord has taught us: 

Respondent. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
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    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.   

Closing Prayer 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

Respondent. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have nurtured us with spiritual food.  
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing  
 
Celebrant   
May the peace of the Lord which passes all understanding, keeps your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge of God and of his son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  And may the Blessing of God Almighty, The 
Father and the son be with us all and ever more.  Amen 
 
Dismissal 
     Celebrant         Go in peace rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
     Respondent.     Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
Thank you for joining us in prayer and witness today. 
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