
Service of Morning Prayer  

Second Sunday after Easter April 11, 2021 

Welcome to Emmanuel Church, West Roxbury.  Today’s service is a lay-led Service of 
Morning Prayer.   

For those participating live via zoom, please remain on mute* other than during the Scripture 
Dialogue to minimize background noise so that you may enjoy providing your prayer responses.  * (The 
zoom mute control is the microphone icon.  If there is a line through it, the session is muted.   If there is no line through the microphone, then all sounds 
from your area are broadcast.) 

Opening Sentences for Easter Season, including Ascension Day and the Day of Pentecost 

Leader: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Response: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Leader: 

On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.    Psalm 118:24 

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Corinthians 15:57 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Colossians 3:1 

Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.    Hebrews 9:24 

You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witness in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 
 Acts 1:8 
 

Confession of Sin 

Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept 

Response: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Leader: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep us in eternal life.  
Response: Amen. 



 
 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter 

Leader:   Lord, open our lips. 

Response:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 
be for ever.  Amen.   Alleluia. 

Leader:   Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

 

INVITATORY Psalm 

Christ our Passover     Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 
    therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
    death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
    but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a man came death, * 
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, * 
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

The Psalm Appointed for Today 

Psalm 133 

Ecce, quam bonum! 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
when brethren live together in unity! 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 
that runs down upon the beard, 



3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore. 
6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 

nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
7 Whoever does these things * 

shall never be overthrown. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

The First Lesson 

Acts 4:32-35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the 
apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

Lector:   The Word of the Lord 

People:  Thanks be to God 

16    The Song of Zechariah    Benedictus Dominus Deus 
          Luke 1: 68-79 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
    he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
    born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies, * 
    from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
    and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
    to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
Free to worship him without fear, * 
    holy and righteous in his sight 
    all the days of our life. 

 



 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God * 
    the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
                             shadow of death, * 
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
2nd Reading  

1 John 1:1-2:2 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with 
our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life-- this 
life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was 
with the Father and was revealed to us-- we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that 
you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 
Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If 
we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Lector:   The Word of the Lord 

Response:  Thanks be to God 

Canticle 20    Glory to God    Gloria in excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 



we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Third Reading 

John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained." 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, 
I will not believe." 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he 
said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to 
him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe." 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

Lector:   The Word of the Lord 

Response:  Thanks be to God 



Scripture Dialogue:  All are invited to share thoughts about today’s readings or to simply listen and quietly 
contemplate.   (Please remember to mute your session after the dialogue.) 

 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Response:     And also with you. 

Leader: Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

       



  Suffrages A 

Leader:     Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
Response.    And grant us your salvation. 
Leader:    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
Response.    Let your people sing with joy. 
Leader.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
Response.    For only in you can we live in safety. 

Leader.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
Response.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
Leader.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
Response.    Your saving health among all nations. 
Leader.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
Response.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
Leader.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
Response.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit 

Today’s Collect 

The Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant 
of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body 
may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Sundays 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of 
the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this 
day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week 
to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for the Renewal of Life 

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the 
night and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive 
far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your 
law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having 
done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, 
when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 



A Collect for Guidance 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our 
being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by 
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are 
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Prayer for Mission 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on 
the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within 
the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit 
that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those 
who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for 
the honor of your Name. Amen. 

Intercessions 

We pray for those in this week’s Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: 

The following Parishes of the Charles River Deanery: Trinity Church, Newton Centre, Parish 
of the Good Shepherd, Waban (Newton), St. Andrew’s Church, Wellesley; Life Together 
Diocesan Intern Program, and the Diocesan Library and Archives Board 

We pray for Paul, Mary, Beth, Jenny, Dianna, Joseph, Catherine, Brant, Carla, Michael, 
Louise and Parker 

We pray for Rev. Joyce, that she travels safely and that her well-deserved time off gives her 
refreshment 

We invite your own intercessions 

The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 



and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Then may be said 

Leader: Let us bless the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia 
Response: Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Romans 15:13 

Thank you for worshipping with us today.   We invite you to join us next Saturday for our live 
Zoom service with Rev. Dr. Joyce Caggiano presiding.     For those participating live via 
zoom, we invite you to stay in the session for fellowship after the service. 

Notes: 

Daily Morning Prayer:  Rite II, including the today’s appointed Psalm and Contemporary Collect taken from the Book of 
Common Prayer of the Episcopal Church, 1979, public domain.    The Bible texts of the old Testament, Epistle and Third lessons 
are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. 
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