
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, West Roxbury 

Online Holy Eucharist Liturgy  

for December 13, 2020 

The Word of God 

 Celebrant says 

  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People His mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and 
forever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Lector   A reading from the prophet Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me;  

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
to bind up the brokenhearted,  

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners;  



to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God;  
to comfort all who mourn;  

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a garland instead of ashes,  

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.  

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations.  

For I the Lord love justice, 
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;  

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
and their offspring among the peoples;  

all who see them shall acknowledge 
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.  

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
my whole being shall exult in my God;  

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,  

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,  

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations. 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 

People         Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm is to be led by the Lector, responsively, the people reading the alternate verses 

Psalm 126  

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy. 



3 Then they said among the nations, * 
"The Lord has done great things for them." 

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed. 

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev. 

6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy. 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

The Epistle 

Lector    A reading from 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test 
everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept 
sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and 
he will do this. 

Lector   The word of the Lord 

People   Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel 
 
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light.  

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And 
they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He 
answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent 
us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, 



nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you 
do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 
This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

Celebrant.  The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Dialogue Sermon: Everyone is to join the conversation. The Priest will offer some thoughts and 
listeners may respond with comments or questions. 

The Creed or Affirmation of Faith 

We believe in the God of life, who creates and loves people, who acts in history 
and who promises to never leave us alone. We believe in Jesus of Nazareth, who 
is our brother, who wants not to be idolized but to be followed. We believe that 
we dwell in the presence of the Holy Spirit. Without her we are nothing, filled 
with her we are able to become creative, loving, and free. We believe in the 
Church of Jesus Christ, a community where we find companions and courage for 
the struggles of life, where we grow in our understanding of faith, through 
worship, prayer, nurture and service. We believe that God has a use for us in this 
time and place, that though we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
we are called to be instruments of God’s peace. We believe in living, hoping, 
laughing, and enjoying the good of the earth; We believe that people can change 
and that God keeps pulling us to life and to a new world of joy and peace.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
 
Lector reads the prayers, the people respond – Lord, hear our prayer. 

Pleading for God’s gift of a renewing Spirit, let us offer our prayers to God, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

That our lives may be songs of praise and thanksgiving rising from joyful hearts and proclaiming in every 
word we speak and gesture we make that God fills us with holy presence, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

That all those in our world held in captivity whether by force of circumstances or any form of slavery 
may find liberation from the chains that bind us and new freedom in all our hearts, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

That we may accept with courage God’s anointing of our lives to share in the divine mission of rescue for 
the world, bringing justice and joy to all peoples, let us pray to the lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 



That we may reverently offer in service to the world the ministry of light which we hold in fragile human 
hands, this sharing in the saving work of Christ the Light, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

That those in our parish cycle of prayer, especially Marie White, Lindsey Walsh, and their loved ones, 
receive the courage and comfort needed in this Advent season, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

That the mercy of God which lasts from age to age may wash over us and bless us and stir up in us the 
bold courage to be its faithful prophets in our world, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered either silently or aloud. 

Send the Spirit of Jesus upon us, O God, that we may be your songs of peace and joy in this world.  We 
pray in the name of the one who is our peace and joy, Christ our Lord. 

Confession of Sin 

Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.  We have 
denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  We repent of the 
evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  Forgive, restore, and 
strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. 
Amen. 

The Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 



Eucharistic Prayer 1 (from Enriching our Worship) 

Preparation of the Table 

The priest prepares the table; the bread and the cup of wine are placed upon it. 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of 
mercy.  

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; 
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ 
and knit us into one body.  

Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life.  

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels 
and with the faithful of every generation, 
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing (say):  

Celebrant and People  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

The Celebrant continues  

Blessed are you, gracious God, 
creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own image 
and called us to dwell in your infinite love.  

You gave the world into our care 
that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.  

But we failed to honor your image 
in one another and in ourselves; 
we would not see your goodness in the world around us;  



and so we violated your creation, 
abused one another, and rejected your love. 
Yet you never ceased to care for us, 
and prepared the way of salvation for all people.  

Through Abraham and Sarah 
you called us into covenant with you. 
You delivered us from slavery, 
sustained us in the wilderness, 
and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. 
Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, 
made mortal flesh in Jesus. 
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, 
he revealed your glory. 
Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, 
opening the way of freedom and life.  

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to 
be consecrated.  

On the night before he died for us, 
Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: 
This is my Body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you:  

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of 
faith:  

Celebrant and People  

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  

The Celebrant continues  

Remembering his death and resurrection, 
we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine. 
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us 



the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the 
Holy Spirit 
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 
Bring us into the everlasting heritage 
of your daughters and sons, 
that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, 
we may praise your Name for ever.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever. AMEN.  

Break the Bread 

Post Communion Prayer 

Loving God, 
we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  

Blessing  

May the Wisdom of God the Love of God 
and the Grace of God strengthen you  

to be Christ’s hands and heart in this world,  

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Dismissal   

Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a 
mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always.  

Amen.  

(source: from Saint Clare)  
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